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starting a destination. It helps if the film is good, but as the record shows, this is not strictly necessary.
When, in 1979, Dino De Laurentiis made Hurricanein Bora-Bora, there was no hotel to lodge the cast
and crew, so he built one, drawing the attention of the world’s travel agents to the French Polynesian
island, A similar fate had befallen tiny, insignificant Ibiza following the release 10 years earlier of
More, in which actors nobody ever heard from again overdosed toa Pink Floyd sound track on heroin
supplied by a pusher who may or may not have been a former Nazi.

You don’t have to have gone to film school, or hospitality school for that matter, to know that direc-
tor John Huston ignited a frenzy when he chose Puerto Vallarta as the setting of 1964's Night of the
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lguana, starring Ava Gardner and Richard Burton. Burton and Elizabeth Taylor were gearing up
for their first marriage, and when she flew to PV to keep him company between takes, the media
went berserk. Any hopes the place had of remaining a little-nothing fishing village on the Pacific
coast of Mexico with uncorrupted views of humpback whales disporting themselves in the second-
largest bay in the Americas were dashed. To show how much he loved her but also to put a roof over their
Virginia Woolf-style binge drinking and wrestling matches, Burton bought Taylor a house in the district
now called Gringo Gulch. The name tells you everything you need to know about the Anglo incursion
they triggered. Rejecting the town as too public, Huston retired to a hideaway he constructed from
scratch on Caletas Gove, south of PV on the Bay of Banderas, which can be reached only by water. He
found the area so artless, so languidly seductive, he lived there the rest of his life.

Four decades and change after Jruana, pockets of the qualities that captivated Huston may still be found,
with sleuthing. One place [ learned not to look is along the beach road leading from the airport, where grim
tower hotels are thrown up hugger-mugger opposite stadium-size supermarkets. Just when you thought
you'd heard the last of Philippe Starck, he pops up on a billboard, trying hard not to look like hes laughing
at you for thinking of buying one of his gimerack condos. (To be fair, Michael  (Continued m page 243)
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PV “legencbany™ sdacein, o prosenade, has
avaguely threatenimg, honky-tonk atmo-
sphwere, Bars serve seceladas by ihee lner, The
ielle pour into eepuiliBctory shopes, Jeweln,
stores offer “big Ganlies big discounis”™
Things booked alot bewer— geniler, pare-
ter, gawgier  the next morning from the
terrace of v suite at Hacienda San Angel,
the Bay of Bancderas glimpsed through the
laey ribs of the wrought-iron croswn of the
Chur Laschy of Gruaaekalupe Cathedral. Wil
roanvantic, with multiple pools and bougai-
villea-draped courvards on muliple levels,
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aprimitive hand-operated knile sharpener.
Tamales are sold from a closet storefrom
that, on close nspection, is revealed 1o also
L where the tamale-seller actually lives,
\‘-1"-;"‘[:[1“\- t“'ill 1]“' l‘“'-"ll i]l -'“.i l"H M Jlt'\"il'll:
rooms on suites of plastie furniture ar-
ranged on the cobblestones, Old-school
restaurants pliy w their grassroots con-

stitueneies with thick wma carpaceio under
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netghbsorhood that carned PV s rego
for beeing mavhe the gavest wwn in Mexico,
anl i Ky Weest for the postmillennial ouglis,
Same-sex couples hold hands freely in the
somw, not nothing in a socially moderane (1o
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where homosexuality s not part of the pul-
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exception. ) The J0-mooam Blae Cliairs, which
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Bk vl way karaoke, and gay
while-warchag Also g with th
bows e NLarsnw, the culty taco
stanied Lunows for s sipoked masding
and Eneuenros, a0 sivlish and
“stradgh-fraendly,” aF vou please,
nartai-ane =i loungne.

T mighies were all 1 bl Tid-
geted i PV Any longer and s
allure stawes v thane The oavn gets on o
nerves, Al those tranker peddlers and ser-
eoading Laos Ponehaos wanmabnes, Bu's a
e oy al

swieeps through the stnes ol Jaliseo amid
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Mavvara o 27-moabe are oo Ville L e
north to Clorrales i the south, T secren
Freranbves conved vamgledd Dualls Buoded ol 1l elues
o whint PA was like 0 vears g,
Savnliva, 20 miles up the coast, was a
prcturesauely anpeoverished fishing village
when the first brave American surlers ap-
peared there i the carly seventies. The
punighe was sodense Gaond full of scorpeons
anehwald pranonsy, they basieally bad v hack
thesir wary toewhan wonaled beconme knoswr as
i ol Mesaco's most setsanienal boarding
watves AT feet Dome on o normial :I.i'!._
L o gowoed one, aned wath swells tha
top ol an eaghie fee, BEvervihing changed
when the lighway than connects PV and
Sovvulina was finshed in 1998, UUS, license
plates were seen for the first tme, Tourism
gave villagers the means w wrade their bur-
ros for horses, and then their horses for
cars. The really decisive vear was 2003,
when the fonandations were L for Villa
Amor, a hulking 33-room “luxury™ hotel

than miade s Calitornian developer, Rod

Inger
thas sicle of the Sierra Madre, Residents

m, possibly the least popular person

succeeded in blocking the project for a
while, bt Ingram ulimately prevailied, k-
ing advantage ol the slack sysiem then in
place to push it through. Villa Amor would
never have a chance today, Anticorruption
uncler Presidemt Vicente Fox, the one-time
Cioca-Cola delivery truck dinver, is huge, a
mian whao just paid $1 million for 1% acres
o the wanter in Saovuliv told me. Gone are
the days when vou could fhp the building
mspector a S200ball o look the other way,
Mo, he says, the inspector would Hi]] i
i jail belore sunset.

For berter or worse, Savulita has grown

into one of those high-low places where »



yor can elrop $ L0 on o leathe r-ancl-ha-
rojuee pearl L Granzelliss e klanes a1 a bows-
ticque where the merchandising is as ey as
Barneys', then waltz aur past a real estate
office with the Chnstie’s ko and have the
best fish taco i the world froan a can on the
street for 5 conts Savilita’s streets are dusty,
exhausted, bedrageled. The village is defi-
nitedy not for your siepmother, profuably nor
for vorur in-laws, anel, sacdb not for vou if
anted b these trais, Those
whinare have mice thanges o say absoun the
lowals. As one American put it, they greet
ot before vons greet them, and unlike the
narmve pepnlations in other pars of Mexico,
such s the states of Duarango and Cawerren,
they don’t make vou leel like & foreigner,

WO AT THOE e

an outsider, a gringo, People who move
to Savulit are dreawn by the leveling mix
of apes, incomes, backerounds, and Life-
stvles, Evervone comverges on the <and 1o
ritually toast the sunsew: the hshermen,
the fishermen's wives, their chaldren, the
surfers, the dropouts, the deadbeats, the
beach bums, the vetirees, the newly ar-
rived nobody can remember anvihing
wlentifving about excep that they have
gobes and gobs ol money.

Like the taces, Savulita’s other stree
Man sl b a0 voung mother at a
carel table: chicken marinated i orange
juice, mayonnaise, garlic and chiles and
grllecd b Yook om Clalle foset Aarseal
s safee, chieap, sustaining, and delicious. The
village wakes up around eight (rather eary,
1 thoughe, for suel a lazy place an Choco
Banama, located on the main plaza down-
wirnd fromn the butcher's shop, where a ool
dron of pigs” organs bubbles ominoushy
onstsiche the front door. Choco Banana has
lusecions breakfst burnitos, the frosen spe-
cialty that gives the place s name, and
morning surfer-watching that s as hot, er,
as the collee, Exven an this hour, someone on
the square is usually blowing softly on
saxophone, while w a stand opposite the
café o Huichiol Indian plics his shamanissic
art: repuiles rendered in infmmesmal, vracdhy
coelored beadwork,

Strips of mahimahi coated ina dark
beer-and-garhc bater fill the handmade
stome-ground - rmasa tormillas e Savulig Fish
Taco, The pineapple-and-mungo sabs bere
s w0 crauey-good, no one can be bothered o

frwnd

notice that a teo costs four tmes what i
does on the streer, The gy nest o vou at
Sayulita Calé conld be a Mexican-food
geck on a molepete aztecn odysses: Piled ino

avolcanic-stone bowl, the dish combines
beeef, chicken, choman, panela chieese—and
cactus, the whole bathed in a dark, smoky
chipotle sauce. Sayulit conered adefinitive
eraof nolooking back with the apening of
El Espresso colfee company, whose owner
does not hesitate to call hersell a barista,
andd Fiambala, an Argentine steak restau-
rant with a real Argentine chel’ and tables
set out in  pretty garden courtyvard, When
they run out of moezarella ar Don Pedro’s,
the “fancy™ disng option an the beach, the
pizas are piped with mashed potatoes. The
Coubran sabsa band anel amenco guitar duo
s betteer thiam the food. And who but war-
wsts, for heaven's sake, are buving the hibis-
cus wine at Los Sabores de Savalita, an
entire store deveted 1o the soafl ?

Caven the smdged visage the town
shows visitors, the services and shopping
are as surprising as the food scene. Wiy a
surfer maght need the “innovative” Liwver-
ing skills of M] & Co, a firm that special-
voes i trademarks and copyright, [ ean’t
think. Bur | suppose you never know.

Lanting and shicing are among the color-
ing technigues Gragiella Jones and John

Jarmes, Viekad Sossoon - traaned stvlises foom

Fagland, hae on the meniu at their Jungle
Haar Desigens sadon, Flewr o Ovanger offers
shiatsu, Reiki, and a range of products
volcanic-clay mask, almond-and - aloe vera
exfoliant, orange-blossom winer —created
exclusnely lor the boutigue by Veroushka
Taraz, a “clinical essence therapist,”
whatever tha i

Smelling like a piece of Morocean pas-
try, vour can head across the street o Jaen,
which goes narrow and deep into lovely
artisanal jigsaw puzzles, then over o
Yermava for practically imwisible Brailian
byikinis fronn Labwels ke Bumbum and Poko
Parios, La Hamawa is the finest shop for folk
art and crafis in the village but also the
st everprived, though the silkiness of a
stringe hammock did convinee me that i
was somehow worth 3135, Around the
corner, Gypsy Gallery is un overstuffed
baaar of tles, parcus, antique orental
rugs, Day of the Dead papier-miché fig-
ures from the annual Gur in Patzcuarao,
Cruaternalan textiles, satmy Black Ohasacan
pottery, hand-loomed bedspreads, hand-
embroidered pillow shps, hand-tooled
leather bags, and hand-pamted wooden
bowwls, plates, and trays. Copper mirrors,
candlesucks, and jewelry are brougln i
from Santa Clara del Cobre, Anvihing

thuaat cam be fxed with the mmaee of Frda
Kb, s

Fracla "T-shirts are fun, as far as they go
Hunters of  big retail game  prefer
Pachamama, a showcase for the Les
Gaelles line of ready-to-wearn, acorssonies,
and pear-and-leather jewelry (shells and
eagle, lamingo, and peacock feathers are
also sometimes used) of Nathalie Mignot
and Laurence Mignot Hodge, who market
themselves as beaunful nomads and cmzens
of the world, Their wdea of a skirt is five
ineches of snakeskin and Lamé leather an-
el wath vwo bushy tassels. For the rest of
us there are bowls  from
Gouadalagara with swirls or dows, and the
lengthis o lowesely wonen strped conon that
Mexican larmiers use as hedsheets but that
thee Mignon garls think are more amusng as
beach towels. For $ 1,200 a day—which buys
seven hedrooms, three baths, a sprawling
miezzanine for sleeping under the stars, a
miaid, a conk, breakfast, surfboards, long
bewareds, anel snorkeling gear
bibe the French sisters” chic by renting Les
Chiscanx Volants, thewr Largely open-air du-
plex directly above the store.

Yilln Aror has owo things going for i
sweeing o vistis ancd i sexy room con-
cept thant dioes asay with outside walls and
irnvates vou 1o see Savulita through a nusting
frmge of palm fronds, But the execution s
ham-fisted, the opposite of huxe: if God s
in the details, yvou will not find Him here,
Amor i supposed 10 be a full-serace hotel,
but nio ome ever seemed 1o be able 1o do
anwthing for e, Six times over three davs |
asked o cushions for the bory ron longues
on my terrwe, and six times they never
carme. D would have been much happier at
Peut Hotel d'Hafa or Haramara Betreat.
Ohwnedd Dy the Mignots” brother Chinstogshe
andd his Spanish wife, Marna, unofhcially
the: best-looking couple in Savulita, the six-
roonm Hiala s a winsome binof Morocoo n
the mricdelle of town just steps from the water,
with liurrelvaulted ceilings, chartrense pol-
shed-cement floors, and pierced-tin wall
lights in the shape of angel wings. Straw
s are stenciled with hears, crescenis, and
Pop art lowers, and hand-tempered copper
jam basins do the job of bathroom sinks.
Harmmara s a serenely stvlish omorphi
walls, floors eonbedded with beach stones
magnilicently groomed voga-and-medita-
thon compouncd that accepts nonpractitio-

erra=-Cota
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ners without making them feel like
second-class guests, Sixtecn palapas, »



scattered on a jungle blufl overlooking
the Pacific a few minutes out of town,
have no elecineny, only kerosene Lamps
and candles. The waldhfe s ternifving.
Coans, which resembile a cross between
a raccoon and a monkey, are adept at
undoing the most secarely zipped sun-
cases inel helping themselves o the frun
vou thought was safe inside, A woman
whi lives nearby left her houss one morn-
e 1o do the macketing and returned o
find a boa constrictor hall asleep on the
kitchen tabale, T had just earen her ca.
Whether or not they choose 1o call i
slumming, prople staving cight miles down
the road im Punt M do get a thnll s
mg in and out of Savulita, loading up a
Pachamama belore returming to the gated
seourty and branded comiores of the 174
room Four Seasons Resort, Punta Mita s
a grandose |, -acre master-planned
development of which the hotel is just one
component, A 1 20-room 5. Regis Reson
apens carly next vear, 1o be followed in
2000 by a vhard hotel, La Solana, which
will almost certainly be another Fow
Seasons, Tin Koogle, the former char-
mwan and founding CEO of Yahoo, bousin
cre plot near Punta Mita in 2003
tor baniled a boutique hotel and what can

al2i

only be describaeed as “MeHacwendas.”
Can'tguite comumit to ownmg?® Mavkse
voure part of the emerging “entourage
travel” market, At the Four Seasons, a
9,1 50-sqpuare-feet private casita with five
Feechrooms, a media room, a liness center,
A “I;Ir'|_\“h..|.] |:1:n.|“ l.\.'||n.:| IR '\||'1'l'|-_ .I|||1
a watterway that smakes through the mee-
rior goes for 15,000 per night. Nao wort]
on whether this s where Britney Spears,
fresh from rehiab, and her cousin Alhe
staved i June, when prectures of the for-
mer starlet snapped i the resort had the

blogasphere wondering il she'd combed
her hair with guacamole.

For the price ol 2 Four Seasons ca-
bana — $30 per diy i high season-— you
could stay three mights a0 the Hala
Savubita and ger changee back, Wahin
cabana’s two hard and rwo curaimed walls
are a sumptuous daybed mounded with
cushions, a4 2-mch plasmma TV and a nuni-
b stocked wathy sunblock and an eve mask
filbeed withy coodann, Pick up the phone, and
before viu hawe trme wo pait down your pa-
perback the spa sends someone with all the
fraans for o chilled-marganu mamcoure. I

i's two o clock 1 muast be tme for avisi

from the sunglass doctor, who cleans, tghte-
ens, and makes the scratches disappear
from vour shades, Every hour a staller
comies by proflering some lintde wempration:
unlermented palm wine, frocen fron, fas,
a pifia colada “whip,” The bar Eys on six
kinds of caviar. And vou thoughn there wias
aworld caviar crisis.

Anvone who has had his feet rubbed
with lime juice, salt, and wquila knows you
have 1o come down to carth sometume,
Yelapa lies south off PA 45 miles from Punia
Mita, and 15 accessible only by boar, Ly
mountain bike, or on foor, To reach the
Verana hotel from the shore, you take 3
| 3=-munute donkey nde through steep
jungle—a little jostly, as vou'd expect, b
also very exciting, Up top, the bindscape
apens up rather suddenly 1o disclose the
bav below and, over vour shoulder, the
Sierra Madre Ocondental, Like the views,

the erzhit puest roomes are exhilacaing b
at the same tme extremely peaceful. They
follow the same indoor-outdoor principle
as Villa Amor's, but with s, siyle, and
emotion, Hemme Legler, Verana's archieoy,
loves hall-walls, but no walls even maore.
The woilet was the only enclosed pan of
my bathroom, 1.e. the washbasin was com-
plerely out in the open. Do vou shave in
the nude?

Fhe look of sophisucated rusticiy
Legler favors s shared by his wile,
Veronigue Lisve, who decorated the hotel
with a cockiail of Mexican handicrafis,
[ound objects, Rea=-marker bits and hobs,
ol kg stoods, wroughi-mon shing chars
ol her own creanon, George Nelson hghit-
e, aned ewae larnsture made on-sive by the
groundskeeper. People this design-centre
rarely have a corresponding mterest i food,

b Lievre and Legler break the maolbd

rant s one ol the best on the
Bay of Banderas, serving red snapper
grilled whole on a suck, coconut-mango
sticky rice, and lemongrass créme brilée
Yelapa's populaton of 1,500 was mtro-
duced v the pleasures of electnoty just fnve
vears ago and s soll wanting wo discover
those of the auomobile, though i cars do
make i, there I be nowhere o drive them
he " Taes Bover shees througeh the village,
emptyving into the Pacific, and in the raim
serpsony youl huvve o wade across to get from
ome sicke ol Yelapa o the other, Ovcasionally
the calm s broken by a Garmer aned a pack
of dogs giving chase 1o an escaped ball
Someone should make a muowic, 4
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