VIARITN

E X"ERA O R D N 8 TRY

BTN VVAVERIT s

NOVEMBER 2009



OPPOSITE., TOPE The residents’ beach club in Buhta Mita. OPPOSITE, BELOW: The streets of Squ-ulita.

THIS PAGE: Looking down on the town of Sayulita. .
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HEAD TO SUN-SOAKED
PUNTA MITA anp
SAYULITA ror AN

EASYGOING GETAWAY

BY SOMER FLAHERTY

here are two types of vacations. The first involves
a list of must-sees and must-dos, while the second
involves no list at all. I was looking for the latter,
along with sun, sparkling waters and a great mar-
garita. I naturally thought of Mexico, and with my
mom looking for a second home investment prop-
erty, it was the perfect choice.

After all, in the last few years the Mexican gov-
ernment has poured $1.5 billion into upgrading in-
frastructure along the western coast, with tourism
officials adding the catchy “Riviera” to the state of

Nayarit’s name to attract more interest. In the heart

of that area, the two sun-soaked coastal towns of Punta Mita and Sayulita, just 10 minutes

apart, offer vacationers and second-home owners two very different options.

Just a 45-minute drive from Puerto Vallarta International Airport, Punta Mita is the

unofficial celebrity of Nayarit state, with Banderas Bay, the Pacific Ocean and the Sea

of Cortez bordering a secluded 1,500-acre peninsula. Think of Punta Mita as a for-

tressed compound with seemingly endless accommodation options including full-ser-

vice luxury hotels, rental villas, residence clubs and home communities, along with

home sites for future visitors and prospective buyers. One of Mexico’s largest real estate

MARIN NOVEMBER 2009 69



developers, Dine (pronounced dee-nay),
owns and develops Punta Mita and has in-
vested over $150 million in infrastructure.
The master plan calls for a total of four
luxury hotels and three championship golf
courses; as of now the development has a
Four Seasons resort, a St. Regis resort and
two Jack Nicklaus Signature golf courses,
including the Pacifico Course with the fa-
mous third hole dubbed “Tail of the Whale,”

oPPOSITE: A villa at the Four Seasons in Punta Mita. ABOVE: An aerial shot of the famous Tail of the Whale
third hole. ABOVE RIGHT: A festive image from the town of Sayulita. BOTTOM RIGHT: A work of art from the
indigenous Huichol people. said to be the only natural island green in
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the world. (The hole’s tee box is
on the mainland, while the put-
ting green is on an island and
accessible only by an amphibi-
ous cart at low tide.)

Golfing isn’t Punta Mita’s
only draw. Even with rack rates
at around $500 a night for a
standard room, the luxe accom-
modations at the Four Seasons
top almost every “world’s best”
list. When we were there the
property was teeming with cou-
ples having tapas at the beach-
front restaurant, but to us the
real attraction seemed to be

the four-bedroom villas, which,

albeit pricy at almost $4,000
a night, couldn’t have been
built better for large families or a set of young couples traveling with  each bedroom. Want to stay longer? The villas are also for sale, starting
kids. The gated 7,300-square-foot villas are composed of separate mod-  at $3.6 million, and residence clubs are priced from $200,000 for a one-
ular rooms, each with its own entrance, that face a shared courtyard. twelfth share.

Amenities include a private infinity-edge plunge pool, gourmet kitchen, A quick golf cart drive away is the St. Regis Resort, where the rooms

indoor-outdoor living space, washer and dryer and a full bathroom with  are individual casitas. Every Friday evening, guests gather at a spot

|

Aston Mahana at Kaanapali.
Here, every suite in our
condominium resort offers
oceanfront living with
4 1'-H floor-to-ceiling windows,
; \ amazing views of Maui's
% | neighborislands, and
""" all the comforts of home
- including full kitchens,
private lanais and in-room
washer/dryers.

Aston —
Mahana at Kaanapali

from $189/night*

Studio Oceanfront

Rate valid for travel through 12/21/09;
does not include tax. Rate subject to change.
Some restrictions apply. *3-night minimum.

LET THE OCEAN
BE YOUR WAKE UP CALL.

Call 866.774.2924 or your travel specialist.
AstonHotels.com

Y ASTON

Hotels & Resorts

Part of the Aston Condominium
Resort Collection
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You'll Be Amazed At How
This Can Change Your Body.

THE DAILEY METHOD'

New Auto-Pay $199/Month Unlimited

.

11 First Street
Corte Madera

927.1133
www.thedaileymethod.com

CHARMING TOWNS & VILLAGES INTIMATE WINERIES TOWERING REDWOODS

GOMENDO.COM/MM11

1—866—GOMENDO

COME SEE. COME STAY. COME BACK.
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overlooking the bay for hors d’oeuvres and a
demonstration of sabrage, a champagne-open-
ing ritual Napoleon used to celebrate victories.
The technique involves sliding a saber along a
champagne bottle toward the neck, breaking
the glass to separate the collar. When the re-
sort’s sommelier did the honors during our visit,
the crowd cheered as the cork and collar flew
off and remained together, landing in the de-
signer water-feature below. The staff then treat-
ed us and the other gawkers to glasses from the
now-shorn bottle of Veuve Clicquot. Along with
the complimentary bites, it was an event not
to miss. Bubbly aside, the resort’s jewel in the
crown is the 10,000-square-foot Reméde Spa,
with nine treatment rooms, a sauna and steam
room, and signature treatments like the Ocean
Pear]l Massage with crushed-pearl exfoliation
and warm seaweed body mask.

Only eight miles down the road is Sayulita,
a picturesque fishing village where guys with
names like El Tigre are the celebrities. Here
you won’t find a big-name luxe hotel, but
you will find surfers. The streets are dusty
and the residents are serious about their sies-
tas. It’s important to note that Sayulita time
(Mountain) is an hour behind Puerto Vallarta
(Central), and Punta Mita is on Central time.
As we learned while waiting for our driver,
this can cause confusion when you’re travel-
ing between both towns.

In Sayulita, age, background and socioeco-
nomic status don’t seem to matter. Residents
and tourists alike congregate on the beach and
dance to the salsa band at Don Pedro’s restau-
rant. And unlike Punta Mita, Sayulita is an es-
tablished town, with local residents, church bells
ringing out and authentic side-of-the-road food
stands, where women set up their homemade ta-
males after whisking their children off to school.
Almost everything is within walking distance off
the square, from cafes to small grocery stores to
art galleries selling intricately beaded work by
the indigenous Huichol people.

One of the nicest hotels in the area is Villa
Amor, a Portofino-style property with beach-
front villas, an expansive view of the coast
and a small area for lounging in the sun. For

accommodations more in the center of it all,
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HOUSE-HUNTING?

whership opportunities abound

in Punta Mita, where residences

for sale are priced from $500,000 up to
$14 million. Buyers' choices range from
Kupuri—considered one of the more ex-
clusive offerings in this already exclusive
area, with only 14 home sites and a pri-
vate beach club and mountaintop bar—
to an already built home in El Encanto,
which has 54 two-story or split-level resi-
dences with panoramic views of Bay of
Banderas. 888.647.0979, puntamita.com

In Sayulita, Punta Sayulita’s 62 homes
sit on a private 33-acre golf-cart-only pen-

insula. 866.947.6017, puntasayulita.com

choose an upstairs room at Petit Hotel d’Hafa;
this Moroccan-inspired place is tiny but has a
roof deck that can’t be beat.

My mother still had her mind on that va-
cation home, so we took a speedboat to tour
Punta Sayulita, a private oceanfront enclave
of 62 homes where development has recently
broken ground. It sits on a 33-acre peninsula
with a beach and surf club for residents’ ex-
clusive use. De Reus Architects designed this
low-density, golf-cart-only community with an
expansive walking trail system. Residences fea-
ture private plunge pools, airy floor plans and
an emphasis on indoor-outdoor living to make
the most of the good weather—Sayulita is on
the same latitude as the Hawaiian Islands.

Settling in on our flight back to the Bay
Area, we still couldn’t decide which town
my mother should adopt as home away from
home. Sayulita has charm and community
(plus the unbeatable shrimp burritos at the
roadside Burrito Revolucién), but the pristine,
almost Hollywood-set-like surroundings of
Punta Mita could not have been more ideally
designed in our dreams.

Months later, she’s still stumped, but know
that whichever beach town you land in, the
Riviera Nayarit is a great choice for a short,
sun-soaked, easygoing vacation—or something

a little longer.
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Located on Healdsburg’s historic town
Plaza — North Sonoma Wine Country

Gourmet dining at acclaimed
Chef Charlie Palmer's Dry Creek Kitchen

Restorative treatments at The Spa

Special winter rates and packages
are available

800.827.2672 | hotelhealdsburg.com

VOICES OF DOMINICAN CHOICES

LEADERSHIP LECTURE SERIES
e ORMER VICE PRESIDENT

OUR CHOICE

% | AL GORE
B Our Choice
a" : ' Monolay, November 9, 2009, 7:00 p-m.
i’r I_ ] Angelico Haﬂ, Dominican Campus

€

[’ ¥ Tickets are $40 per person (general admission
seating) and include a copy of Our Choice.

To purchase tickets, call Book Passage at
415-927-0960 or visit www.bookpassage.com.
Tickets are also available in person at

Book Passage in Corte Madera or San Francisco.

www.dominican.edu/leadership ¢ Event Line: 415-485-3202
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LEADERSHIP STUDIES Bay Area’s Liveliest Bookstore

EXTRAORDINARY LIVING
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